Introduction
Between the ninth and seventh centuries bce, the Assyrians forged and presided over the largest empire the Near East had yet seen.
1 Incorporating the ancient seats of power in Sumer, Akkad, and Babylon, and stretching its reach even to Egypt, the neo-Assyrian empire was built on the application of massive and sustained violence to the diverse populations of these regions. Th e Assyrian Royal Army was an ideal tool for this task, a fearsome war machine that for centuries rampaged across the Near East, pouring "awesome terror over the land, " as the Assyrian royal inscriptions put it.
2
Sources of information about the Assyrian army are suffi ciently abundant to make it the earliest army scholars can investigate in any systematic detail. Its organization and equipment, the ethnicity and appearance of its soldiers, its logistics, the political ideology underpinning its deployment, and the course of individual campaigns have all been subjected to * My thanks to my colleagues Gonzalo Rubio and Baruch Halpern for reading earlier versions of this paper and providing much useful advice and input. John Hyland also off ered several very useful bibliographic pointers. As this book went to print, I was made aware of F. de Backer, "Some Basic Tactics of Neo-Assyrian Warfare, " Ugarit-Forschungen 39 (2007): 69-119. I have been unable to take de Backer's arguments into detailed consideration in what follows, but our main conclusions are reassuringly parallel: de Backer, as here, deduces tactical function from equipment and stresses the importance of coordinated action among specialist units. She stresses more than I do the functional fl exibility of Assyrian units (or "Multi-Purpose Tactical Units, " as she dubs them). Archaeology, 1982) . 5 In many works cited supra nn. 3 and 4, the tactical system is either perfunctorily reconstructed-if it is at all-or examined only in specifi c engagements.
close scrutiny.
3 Specifi c sieges or military engagements have also been investigated. 4 While all of this work has been enormously benefi cial in bringing the Assyrian army to life, the tactical system the Assyrians employed in open-fi eld battles remains a matter of considerable uncertainty. 5 In the case of military campaigns, for instance, the tendency has been to focus more on the political and strategic aspects of Assyrian
